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There have been several complaints from Air BP drivers that aircraft 
are either starting up or are taxying too close to Air BP tankers.

As you can appreciate, we need to ensure all procedures are conduct-
ed as safely as possible, so I’d like to remind all club members of their 
responsibilities in regards to CAO 20.9 relating to distances.

If you are unsure that you might be too close to active refuelling then 
you can either shut down and wait for the refuelling operations to be 
completed before restarting and taxying to your bay, or shut down 
and pull the aircraft the rest of the way. We appreciate member’s con-
tinued support to maintain continued strong relations with Air BP.

Thank you, Jarod Rowe, Flight Examiner, Deputy Head of Operations/
Flying Operations & CFI VFR.
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Thank you for our wonderful celebration
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cess that it was, forgive me if I’ve forgotten anyone.
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Hello Members, happy 90th birthday 
to you all! It would have been near 
-ly  impossible to have missed the  
fact that 22nd August 2019 was 

the 90th anniversary of the Club. My thanks 
to our Marketing Manager, Jodie Atkinson, for 
her wonderful efforts promoting and staging 
the celebrations at the Club, and to all the staff 
and members who contributed to making the 
celebration a great success. 
 
On Thursday 22nd we planned a 15-ship for-
mation to overfly the Club in the shape of 90. 
Unfortunately the weather was not at all con-
ducive to formation flying, with strong winds 
and blowing sand, and with some hurried rear-
ranging of aircraft bookings, it was postponed 
to Saturday. Nevertheless, we went ahead with 
a Sundowner on the date of the anniversary to 
celebrate the occasion.
 
Thankfully the weather on Saturday was beau-
tiful for all the activities planned for that day. 
Our goal was to have 90 members or past 
members take a flight from the Club. Those 
who were current were invited to take a flight 
of their own on any route of their choosing. I 
was privileged to be part of a small formation 
carrying a group of distinguished members 
for a scenic flight over the city. Our formation 
consisted of the Club Partenavias, VH-IXE 
and VH-PNT and we were joined by Adrian 
Thomas and Bill Thomas in Harvard VH-
WWA. 
 
For those not able or wanting to fly as PIC, 
we made all the instructors and aircraft avail-
able for dual flights, with the option of a sce-
nic flight in a four-seater, or a commemorative 
flight in a C152.. Many members chose the option 
to fly a single circuit in a C152 to remember their  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

many joyful hours of circuits as a student. Janda-
kot Tower were very accommodating and for that 
we are very grateful.
 
Overall we achieved our goal with 93 flights 
and 124 members airborne on the day. Well 
done to all those who participated, and to the 
staff in Operations for coordinating everything, 
and of course, to the instructors who sat in the 
right seat when they were needed. Everyone 
who participated received a special Diamond 
Flight pin and a signed photographic certificate 
from the Club to recognise their participation. 
Thank you also to Frank Cocks for bring his 
pristine 1929 Model A Ford to the Club so we 
could appreciate just how old we really were. 
 
At the end of the day, as the sun was getting 
low on the horizon, the 90 formation overflew 
the clubhouse. It’s a huge logistical challenge 
to safely and successfully create a formation 
of 15 aircraft, and I would like to thank all the 
pilots, and particularly Werner Buhlmann for 
his assistance with the training of the team. 
Reports from those on the ground suggest it 
was a spectacular display. From my position 
in the air, it was very impressive, and a great 
thrill to be part of it. 
 
Shortly after the formation, Bill Waterton gave 
us an exhilarating aerobatics display in his Ex-
tra. We are very grateful to Bill, and to ATC for 
facilitating this rare event at Jandakot. 
 
On Saturday evening, we were treated to a 
wonderful smörgåsbord of exotic canapés and 
finger food courtesy of our friends Shazza and 
Raif at Muzz Buzz. My thanks to the staff and 
members who assisted with the bar and the 
running of the function on Saturday night.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The event was attended by approximately 130 
members and guests, with a number of mem-
bers travelling from interstate to attend. This 
shows the remarkable level of dedication of 
our members. We kept formalities to a mini-
mum, but we enjoyed John Douglas’s reminis-
cences very much. Thank you all for attending. 
 
An event such as our 90th Anniversary cel-
ebration reinforces the benefits of being a 
member of a great club such as the Royal Aero 
Club of WA. The opportunity to participate in 
our many social events, both flying and non-
flying, distinguishes us from a simple flying 
training academy. It is really important that we 
give our members a chance to engage with the 
Club, and we already provide many opportuni-
ties for you to become involved, and to stay 
involved, with the Club. In this day and age 
where we all seem to have half a dozen dif-
ferent leisure past-times, the day of the mono-
maniacal pilot seems to have passed. Compli-
ance gets harder and harder each year thanks to 
CASA, and the cost continues to rise. It takes 
great dedication to remain an active pilot, and 
some simply find it too hard. To encourage our 
older members to keep flying a year or two 
longer, we are creating a new class of member-
ship for “Senior” members - those who have 
been with the Club for 30 years or more, or 
have reached their 60th birthday. Additionally, 
to place the appropriate importance on engag-
ing with members, we have asked our Club 
Captain Mick Harcourt, to head up a member 
engagement program, and I wish Mick every 
success in this venture. If you haven’t flown 
for some time, we’ll come knocking to ask 
why, and to give you all the assistance we can, 
to get you back at the Club and into the air.
 
We have received plenty of positive feedback 
about the 90th Anniversary lapel pins that 
were sent to all members. I’m very glad that 
they were so well-received. If you are in a po-
sition to contribute to the Foundation to build 
our funds and provide scholarships to student 
pilots, please contact Foundation@royalaero-
clubwa.com.au. 
 
In other news… The Club continues to power 
ahead with a new WAAC intake commencing 
in August. PNT now has a new auto-pilot. A 
consultant has been appointed by the Mur-
rayfield consortium, and we anticipate that the 
feasibility study will commence very shortly. 
The AGM is just around the corner – please 
put Wednesday 25th September in your calen-
dar. I hope to see you there. 
 
Happy flying!

"An event such as our 90th Anniversary celebration reinforces the benefits of being a member of a 
great club such as the Royal Aero Club of WA. The opportunity to participate in our many social 
events, both flying and non-flying, distinguishes us from a simple flying training academy."  
Andrew Eldridge, Club President.

Onwards & Upwards
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14th September: Battle of Britain Dawn Patrol 
– 0515. An early start for briefing then a flight 
over Kings Park returning to Jandakot for a 
hearty breakfast in the Club Lounge around 0730. 
25th September: Annual General Meeting. A 
must for members interested in the future of 
their Club. 
29th September: Jandakot Club Competition. 
Will not be a “Fastest Circuit” Comp as orig- 
inally advertised but a Precision Circuit to test 
your skills. 
 

 
Later in the year there is a Fly-in to Jurien Bay. 
Unfortunately the planned fly-in to Greenside 
Airfield, the former home of the Pearce Flying 
Club, has had to be cancelled due to the use 
of that airstrip being withdrawn. 
 
Winners of the August comp at Jandakot were; 
1.Rod Garnaut 
 
2. Mandy Newell 
3.Rob Van Hammersveld 
 

 
Among the competitors were two student 
pilots who thoroughly enjoyed the camarade-
rie of it all – All are welcome and what better 
way to gain confidence than with like minded 
people!
 
Murrayfield Comps are usually held on the 
second Sunday of the month, with a hearty 
breakfast available prior, from around 0830 
and with the Freeway virtually going past the 
front gate, it’s as easy as pie to get there.   

Club Captain Report
"Looks like a great change in the weather, leading to some excellent flying conditions,  
a good excuse to start getting current and enjoying some of the activities your Club has 
to offer." Mick Harcourt, RACWA Club Captain.

 
* Thanks to David Currey & David O’Brien 
for helping nut out the different types of flights 
we were going to offer on the day, with Da-
vid O’Brien spending the last 2 weeks before 
he went on leave sorting out the flight types, 
to make bookings with aircraft & Instructors, 
for Tobi Rodgers to call the Diamond Flyers 
to lock in. Thanks also to David O'Brien for 
bringing his family down to the event during 
his leave, to make sure all our sound and cir-
cuits were working as we neded them too!
 
* Thanks to Marina Manuel who organised her 
friend Candice to make the cake & pick it up. 
She also worked out how to pre capture dock-
ets to make processing flights go smoothly on 
the day, and worked as cashier all day to free 
up Tina Li to help Tobi Rodgers at the Opera-
tions Counter.
 
* Thanks to Tobi Rodgers & Tina Li, who had 
no time for a lunch break, to handle enquiries/
bookings.
 
* Silvester Wong did a magnificent job pho-
tographing all our Diamond Flyers for their 
certificate and taking other event photos, in 
absolute freezing conditions on the tarmac.
 
* Ebony Tindall, worked all day, pumping out 
certificates in time for the Diamond Flyers to 
pick up on return from their flights.
 
* Thanks to Thomas Keamy & Louise Lang-
ford who manned in tandem the photocopier 
to get the certificates into the frames & distrib-
uted with the correctly numbered pin on the 
Diamond Flyers return.
 
* Thanks to Coril Bere who helped Mel Law-
rence with the floral table centre pieces, helped 
with meet & greet on the day & along with Can-
dice Cai  & Club Member Merlene Smith  helped 
find the  perfect way to precut the second cake 

 
without making a mess, for easy distribution.
 
* Thanks to Merrilee Greenaway who helped 
with meet & greet on the day & assisted to 
smooth over any glitches in Operations with 
Diamond Flight bookings.
 
* Thanks to David Schneiker & Michael Chlo-
pek for being in early, asking about what they 
could do and how they could help brief other 
Instructors with logistics. Thank you also to all 
the other Instructors & Pilots who flew Mem-
bers on the day.
 
* Thanks to Mike Yeates for bringing his Mur-
rayfield students to Jandakot for the day to join 
in the fun.
 
* Thanks to Andrew Eldridge & Marco Su-
race for flying the Partenavia’s for those senior 
members who would battle to get into the 
smaller Cessna’s, but who still wanted to par-
ticipate in the festivities.
 
* Thanks to Jarod Rowe for overseeing the 
logistics on the day between Ops and Instruc-
tors, and sorting out the issues after we had 
an aircraft became unserviceable and when 
another aircraft ran off the runway.
 
* Thanks to Glen Caple who was coming in 
on the day in case we had any tyres blow, but, 
as already mentioned, he was soon replacing 
ZDR's alternator, and returned the aircraft to 
service in a matter of hours.
 
* Thanks to David Royans who came in while 
still on leave, who helped fly Diamond Flyers 
& helped with meet & greet.
 
* Thanks to Gary Evans, Werner Buhlmann 
& Andrew Eldridge for taking ownership of 
the 90 Formation Flight & worked & pra-
tised for weeks to make it look as impressive 

as it did on the day. Thanks too, to those who  
flew in the formation; Tim Berryman, David 
Currey, Michael Chlopek, Martin Graville, 
Jim di Menna, Mike Watts, Bruce Rathbone, 
Liz Garcia, Andrew Eldridge, Mitchell Wells,  
Marco Surace, Iain Currill, Jeff Stein & Gary 
Evans.
 
* Thanks to Bill Waterton for the awesome 
aerobatics display, complete with smoke trail. 
 
* Thanks to Frank Cocks OAM for bring-
ing in his 1929 Model A Ford for display. 
 
* Thanks to Brian Hernan  for putting together 
a 90 Year Club History Presentation for play-
ing in the members Lounge.
 
* Thanks to John Douglas for contacting old 
friends/members and flying them personally 
and to giving such a lovely speech at the com-
mencement of the evening festivities.
 
* Thanks to Andrew Eldridge & David Currey 
who presented 25 & 50 year Membership pins 
and for also giving short speeches.
 
* Thanks to Mick Harcourt who came to help 
with meet & greet, who opened the bar at 
4PM, although deathly ill, and stayed as long 
as he could before succumbing and handing 
the running of the bar over to Russell Philip.
 
* Thanks to Chazza & Raif Youssef & the 
Muzz Buzz Team for the AMAZING selection 
of food and for helping set up the balloons!
 

* BIGGEST THANK YOU 
OF ALL to all our present & 
past MEMBERS & FRIENDS 
who joined us to celebrate the 
day!

Thank you for our wonderful celebration!
"Our  90 Year Anniversary Celebrations took a lot of people, preparing a lot of weeks in 
advance, to make this day the success that it was, forgive me if I’ve forgotten anyone." 
Jodie Atkinson, RACWA Marketing Manager.



6 TARMAC TOPICS

LOCAL AVIATION

RACWA 90th Celebrations August 24
David Currey, RACWA CEO 

Saturday was impressive! I have received a lot of congratulatory emails (and verbal thanks) for what we achieved for our 90th Celebrations. 
Well done to all team members who helped make the day so special. Many staff came in on the day to help – your commitment is greatly 
appreciated. I am very proud that most of the congratulations I received commented on the commitment of our staff into ensuring that 
members had fun. I am also proud to confirm we reached 90+ Members flying on the day to celebrate our 90th Anniversary!!
 

It is events such as these that promote the Club as a leader in the field of aviation. Once again, thank you to everyone for your assistance. I have no 
doubt that Saturday will be remembered by many members for a very long time!  

 
Frank Cocks OAM kindly provided his 1929 

Model A Ford for display.

 
Operations was 'all hands on deck' to welcome our 

Members to the days activities!

 
Ebony Tindall busily processed our Diamond 

Flyer Achievement Certificates.

 
WAAC student Silvester Wong was our official 

Diamond Flyer Photographer.

 
The '90' Formation Flight was one of the highlights 

of the afternoon!

 
As was the Bill Waterton Aerobatics Display!
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John Douglas spoke about the old days at the 

Club and the changes he's seen.

 
RACWA CEO David Currey presented Mark 
Dawson with his 25 Year Membership Pin.

 
John Douglas presented Neville Murphy with 

his 25 Year Membership Pin.

 
David Currey, John Douglas & Andrew Eldridge presented 

Barry Dennis with his 50 Year Membership Pin.

 
The Members' Lounge was filled with people catching up 

with old friends they hadn't seen in a while.

 
The view of the tarmac on dusk from the 

Members Lounge was beautiful.

 
The gourmet grazing tables catered by 

Muzz Buzz were amazing!

 
The Anniversary Cake tasted even better  

than it looked!.
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Mel Lawrence & Coril Bere will kill me if I say 

how long they have worked at RACWA, Mel's 1 yr younger.

 
Committe Member Jim Di Menna & friend.

 
Martin Karl, Peta Garnaut, Jenny Jenkins, 

Jim Jenkins & Chris Hardaker.

 
June Phillips, Sue O-Meagher & Reg Adkins.

 
Jan Ende, Myrna Dewar &  Gayle Neylan-Nolan.

 
John Douglas & Reg Adkins, who learnt to fly Tigers at 

Maylands in 1948, instructing 850 Tiger Club Hours

 
Australian Womens Pilots' Association.

 
Greg Wilson, John Douglas, Libby Douglas 

& Graham Hartree.
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Achievers

MUHAMMAD SYAFIQ 
AMZAR ZAHID

- Kudos on your RPL.

ANDREW GOLDIE
- Good work on your PPL

GREG HEALEY
- Round of applause on 

your First Solo.

RYAN MCGREGOR
- Well done on your CPL.

JORDAN GROVER
- Good job on your CPL.

Outstanding Achiever - Rocky!
by Simon Saddick, RACWA Flight Instructor.

Achieving your Recreational Pilot's 
Licence is a wonderful milestone, 
but it does not always go accord-
ing to plan.

 
We strive to have our integrated students com-
plete their RPL Flight Test prior to commenc-
ing their PPL Theory. Due to adverse weather 
and many delays, Rochynus Gwijangge's 
(Rocky) training was falling far behind and it 
was looking unlikely that he would meet the 
required deadline for his RPL Flight test.
 
The first challenge was getting ready for first 
solo - weather delays had many cancelled 
flights for Rocky. Rocky had a flight sched-
uled with me on a Sunday with storms passing 
through the area. Out of nowhere, there was a 
gap in the weather where conditions were ab-
solutely perfect for a lesson. Together, Rocky 
and I rushed to prepare the aircraft and took 
to the skies for what became a very success-
ful first solo! From here on, Rocky realised 
that with hard work and patience anything was 
achievable. 
 
Rocky and I worked as a team to progress his 
training rapidly to a very high standard seen 
towards the end of the phase. A few small set-
backs during RPL training initially presented 

issues that would have delayed training even 
further, however, the instructing and manage-
ment team at WAAC worked hard to problem 
solve and successfully managed to help Rocky 
achieve ELP6 just prior to his flight test. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a student, Rocky overcame many challeng-
es, delays and always worked hard to achieve 
the goals set out for him. Upon passing his 
RPL flight test with John Douglas (photo be-
low), Rocky felt a great sense of pride which 
he shared with all of his supportive classmates.

Theodore Gabrielle 
Dela Cruz 

OTHER 
PPLS:

Jack Holland
NVFR RATING:

For information on any 
of the courses or ratings 

& endorsememnts we offer 
please contact our Manager 
Client Services - Merrilee 

Greenaway:
Email: mgreenaway@

waaviationcollege.com.au 
or Ph: 9417 0000
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Karel Avenue Bridge over Roe 
Highway will be widened to create 
a dual carriageway, connecting at the 
roundabouts for on- and off-ramps.

 
The widening and lengthening of the Karel 
Avenue Bridge over freight railway lines, lo-
cated immediately south of Roe Highway will 
also help facilitate the future METRONET 
Thornlie-Cockburn Link.
 
In addition funding from the City of Cockburn 
and Jandakot Airport Holdings will allow for 
the project to widen Karel Avenue from Far-
rington Road to Berrigan Drive.
 
Minister for Population, Cities and Urban 
Infrastructure Alan Tudge said the upgrade 
would vastly improve access to Roe Highway 
and Kwinana Freeway for people living in 
Leeming and Bull Creek."This is going to get 
rid of a frustrating and potentially dangerous 
bottleneck south of Farrington Road, where 

two lanes currently merge into one," Mr Tudge 
said."It will create better access to the Jandakot 
Industrial Area, which is expected to support 
more than 8,000 jobs and 300 businesses when 
fully developed."
 
Western Australian Minister for Transport and 
Planning Rita Saffioti said the Karel Avenue 
Upgrade was one of seven new road projects 
to be constructed in Perth's south aimed at 
enhancing transport efficiency and safety 
by busting congestion on our road network. 
"The combined projects will deliver increased 
capacity to remove congestion at known pinch 
points such as Karel Avenue and Cockburn 
Central, improving access to commercial hubs 
and medical facilities. These projects support 
other major transport infrastructure improve-
ments such as the METRONET Thornlie-
Cockburn Link, to provide better options for 
commuters and those travelling in the southern 
suburbs on a daily basis."
 

Federal Member for Tangney Ben Morton said 
a travel time saving of 70% in peak hours was 
forecast once the project is complete, com-
pared to 2017 and 2020 forecast traffic data.
 
"Of  the 142 recorded crashes between 1  
January 2012 and 31 December 2016, about 
60 percent were recorded as rear end crashes," 
Mr Morton said. "The project will increase 
safety across the entire Karel Avenue and Roe 
Highway interchange."
 
WA Member for Jandakot Yaz Mubarakai said 
road safety and congestion busting was con-
sistently at the top of their agenda. "Anyone 
travelling through my electorate and further 
south would be aware of the sheer amount of 
road improvement work happening on and 
around the Kwinana Freeway,"  Completion 
is scheduled for late 2020.
 
WA Transport Minister's office - 6552 5500

"Another notorious bottleneck will be eliminated from Perth's southern suburbs with construc-
tion starting on the $28.7 million Karel Avenue upgrade." Hon Rita Saffioti BBus MLA Minister 
for Transport; Planning.

Congestion & Karel Avenue bottleneck
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Extension to Runway 30 & Taxiway Changes 
Tim Berryman, RACWA Flight Instructor

By the time this goes to print the 
extension to runway 30 should be 
commissioned and be in use. As 
part of the changes there is a new 

taxiway to the runway extension.  In addition 
some of the existing taxiways, including those 
to runway 06L/24R have been renamed to be 
ICAO compliant.Some points to note:
 
• Departures off 06L – the taxi instructions 
will be to taxi to holding point “Bravo 1” 
which is the renamed old Sierra. 
• Departures off 24R – taxi instructions will 
be to taxi to holding point “Bravo 5” which is 
the renamed old Delta. 
• Taxiways “Charlie”, “Echo”, “Foxtrot” and 
“Golf” remain but now refer to only the sect-
ions between the parallel runways 06L/24R 
and 24L/06R. 
• Departure off runway 12 – unchanged. 
• Arrivals on runway 12 – after landing vacate 
to the first available taxiway to the left on to 
“Sierra1” (a new taxiway between the parallel 
runways), “Sierra2”, Sierra3” or “Sierra4”.  
The previous exit on to 06R has been closed 
so do NOT try to exit onto the runway and 
instead proceed to “Sierra2”.  As usual you 
need permission to cross the parallel runways 
to return to the apron.  If you can’t stop 
before “Sierra4” (that’s the end of the “old” 
runway, so shame on you if you need more 
runway than that) proceed to the end of the 
runway and exit to the right on “Kilo4” & 
expect taxi instructions will include a cross-
ing of runway 12 at either “Kilo3” or Kilo2” 
to get back onto “Sierra” to return via Sierra 
as per previous.   
• Departure off runway 30 – expect to taxi via 
the new taxiway “Kilo”. Note that this will 
require crossing runway 12 and the under 
shoots of both 06L and 06R and permission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
is required to cross each of these runways.
Observe the hold markings until you re-
ceive permission to cross. 
• Arrival on Runway 30 – Vacate to the right  
at the earliest opportunity on to “Sierra4”, 
“Sierra3” or “Sierra2”, stop and request taxi 
instructions, remembering as usual permis-
sion is required to cross both 06R and 06R.  
There is likely to be departing traffic taxiing  
on “Kilo” so do not exit the runway to the 
left.  It is a long runway so you should be able 
to exit prior to 06R but as above the exit to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
that runway is now closed so unlike prevous-
ly exiting on to 06R is no longer available.
 
 
Note the above are brief highlights of the ma-
jor differences for day VFR operations (night 
ops will be slightly different due to lighting 
changes).  Any of the instructors will be able 
to help with queries on the revised require-
ments.  In addition AirServices Australia will 
update the ERSA details of the new layout and 
operational requirements.  

SAFETY

Working Around Aircraft 
Herman Prinsloo, RACWA Safety Manager / Maintenance Manager 

If you have never worked on or around 
aircraft or a hangar before, these “Dos” 
and “Don’ts” may not be familiar to 
you………….or, they may have slipped 

your mind! Following is a list of the most gen-
erally applicable ones. Common sense is your 
best friend. If you don’t know what is safe….
ASK!
 
Aircraft – Working Around / On Aircraft 
Chief Engineer / Owner 
These are the “owners” of any aircraft. Noth-
ing is done in, on or around an aircraft, with-
out notifying one or both of them…EVER! 
Access. 
There is NEVER any access to an aircraft 

without approval and knowledge of the 
owner, or if the aircraft is in the hangar the 
Chief Engineer, his deputy or the LAME.
This rule applies to any aircraft, if there are 
other resident or transient aircraft in the 
hangar, don’t touch or approach these aircraft 
without permission from their crew.
 
Pay Attention to The “Prop Arc”……DON’T 
walk through it! Even if there is no power on 
the plane! Leading edges, Wing tips, Protrud-
ing antennas, Probes, Pitot covers…….these 
are all things waiting to put bumps on your 
head………or worse! 
“FOD” – Foreign Object Damage 
This is the term for any object that can cause 

damage to a plane, a person or anything else 
by being sucked into an engine, blown by an 
exhaust or a prop-wash OR by getting lodged 
somewhere in or on the aircraft. That means 
not only out on the hangar floor or aircraft 
ramp but in the cargo spaces, equipment bays, 
instrument pods OR in the cockpit!!So when 
you are working around the aircraft secure or 
consider removing jewellery, hats, glasses, 
pens, pencils, tools, ID badges, change….
in short, anything loose, in or out of your 
pockets or hanging onto you. It also means if 
you see something lying on the floor or 
around the aircraft that should not be there, 
Please pick it up and put it away or dispose of 
it properly! TBC next edition.....
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I would personally like to congratulate 
A19 who have just completed their CPL 
theory block 1 & block 2. I am extremely 
pleased with the way in which they have ap-

proached their studies, with good dedication and 
discipline. I do believe that their results are a re-
flection on their hard work, with some absolutely 
outstanding results.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Herman Tsang for his dedication and hard work 
and to  congratule Palak Aghera for achieving 
100% in her Performance and Loading exam. 
Palak constantly strived to produce the best re-
sults possible and constantly self-critiqued her 
performance. She often put in extra study time 
to meet the high standards that she requires of 
herself. As reward for her hard work, she has 

achieved excellent results in her CASA exams.  
I would also like to congratulate Richard, all his 
hard work has paid off with some very good re-
sults and I’m very proud of him.
 
I would like to wish you all the very best in your 
next phase of flying as you all approach your CPL 
flying block, may I encourage you to concentrate 
on every flight, make sure you do your very 
best on each and every flight. Please remember 
the five “P”  POOR PLANNING PRODUCES 
POOR PERFORMANCE!!! All the very best.  
 
Pictured right Palak Aghera being congratulated 
on her perfect grades by WAAC Ground Instruc-
tor Herman Tsang.

WAAC Update 

Well done WAAC Class A19
Andrew Wood - WAAC Chief Groundschool Instructor
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With the significant increase in 
IFR training, as well as multi-
engine CPL training, our Parte-
navias have been busier than 

ever over the last year. The good thing is that 
when your department makes money, it also 
gets to spend money, so an avionics upgrade of 
both our Partenavias has been approved by the 
club. Call it a 40th birthday present if you like 
(both IXE and PNT are 1979 models).
 
PNT has completed its upgrade to a new S-Tec 
autopilot and a digital standby AH (in addition 
to the Aspen EFD1000 installed a few years 
ago). This means that less money will be spent 
in the long run in maintenance, as PNT no 
longer has any vacuum pumps. If you have an 
old checklist, you need to make sure to call out 
"vacuum: not fitted". If you call out "vacuum: 
green range" your instructor will have a chat to 
you about doing checks correctly.
 
IXE will also have some of its avionics up-
graded to digital, and vacuum pumps removed, 
before the end of the year. At this stage we are 
looking into the new Aspen E5 plus digital 
standby AH.
 
When flying the Partenavias, in addition to the 
normal procedures, please remember to abide 
by the "RACWA Partenavia SOP", a laminated 
copy of which is included in the aircraft folder.

LOCAL AVIATION

Avionics Upgrades 
David Roses, RACWA Chief Flying Instructor for IFR & Multi Engine Department

Old style "Otto" Autopilot New S-Tec Autopilot

Aspen EFD1000

Ryan McGregor has been a police of-
ficer for 7 years, is a senior constable 
and currently a fixed-wing line pilot. 
He started in 2015 as a tactical flight 

officer (TFO). In 2017 he became a TFO trainer 
and in August of the same year, he decided to 
complete his CPL. In 2018, he achieved his Pri-
vate Pilot's Licence  here at RACWA and began 
the Night VFR course with Chris Evans. After 
completing his NVFR earlier this year, he ob-
tained his CPL in July, and in August, he made the 
transition from a TFO to a fixed-wing line pilot. 
 

After giving a brief insight into his background, 
he went on to explain how WAPAW came to be. 
Currently, they carry out Search and Rescue, Tar-
geted Patrols, Collecting video and photographic 
evidence, Drug eradication, missing person 
searches, Diver drops, fire and rescue personnel 
deployment and very rarely, prisoner transport. 
The WAPAW fleet includes the PC12 legacy/
NG models, the GA8 Airvan, Airbus AS365N3+ 
Dauphin and the Kawasaki BK117.
 
Ryan gave some great advice on how to excel in 
the aviation industry, but his main point was that 

a good pilot takes everything on board and tries 
to understand the thought process behind some 
-thing.
 
 Aviation is a really small community, he said, and 
everybody knows somebody, so honesty is your 
best friend. Your company would rather find out 
about a mistake you made from you rather than 
from ATC or CASA. You might get criticism for 
that, but they will be grateful for not being unin-
formed. Being honest and passionate will do you 
more good in this industry than you can imagine. 

POLAIR Industry Presentation 
Palak Aghera - WAAC Student
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Sadly, we announce the death of Brian John, who died on the 30th August, the day of our 
169th meeting..... Steve Rogers

August Old Fliers Group Meeting

In 2003 Hal Sutton, Brian John and Roy 
Hamilton met for lunch at RACWA and 
talked about getting friends together reg-
ularly to share their flying experiences. 

In April 2004 the first OFG lunch was held. 
The first meeting of a dozen has now grown 
to many times that. Sadly, we announce 
the death of Brian John, who died on the 
30th August, the day of our 169th meeting. 
OFG members remember Brian warmly as a  
man of calm confidence who chaired meetings 
until his retirement in 2013.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
} 
We welcomed back John Hinton & Chris Boyes. 
John Hinton had previously spoken about the 
early days of the de Havilland family and that 
company, up until WW2. That talk was entitled  
‘From string and wood to the jet age”. He 
continued, in a talk called “Triumph to Tragedy”.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a member of the de Havilland Aeronautical 
Technical School Association, he has inside 
knowledge of DH. 
 
Chris Boyes has a Bachelor of Technology 
Aeronautical Engineering and Design and 
worked at BAE. He spoke earlier about the de-
sign and development of Concorde in a talk “I 
worked on the Concorde project”. He returned 
to speak about his involvement in the next 
phase, the flight and ground tests from 1974 
to 1978. No fancy electronics, computers and 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
simulations then. If you wanted to test then 
you strapped in! One test was named the 
“brown trouser test”!
 
We thank our speakers. We extend a welcome 
to members of Racwa.  You will find details of 
past talks and bulletins of upcoming talks at 
http://oldfliersgroup.org.au
 
Videos of today’s talks are at https://www.you-
tube.com/user/OldFliersGroup

Why? Well, I am now 75 years 
old and probably have only a 
few years of flying left in me 
and if, as I now regret, I had 

only done this 30 years ago I would have had 
an extra 30 years of the pure enjoyment of 
formation flying with a great bunch of highly 
skilled, safety conscious in the extreme, dedi-
cated aviators.
 
A recent Bonanza G36 assignment assisting a 
formation endorsed pilot and an international-
ly acclaimed photo journalist in a photo shoot 
of two Pearce based Republic of Singapore Air 
Force PC-21’s over Perth and Rottnest gave 
me a huge buzz. I could not get the sight out 
of my mind, two turbo props so close I felt I 
could have reached out and touched them. 
 
Well, that did it for me, 75 years old or not. I 
just had to be part of that and signed up for a 
Formation Flying Endorsement. 
 
On the lighter side, having spent 45 years try-
ing to avoid other aircraft in the sky I found 
myself being coached to “move in a little clos-
er” or “close up to about one aircraft length”. 
 

My instructors have been just amazing at be-
ing able to teach an old dog new tricks and 
coach and guide me to achieve a level of fly-
ing precision and safety that neither ordinary 
flying, or even individual aerobatics (I have an 
aerobatics endorsement), can create in us. The 
learning / training process is not easy work for 
a 75 year old but the rewards far exceed the 
effort and sweat invested.
 
A lot of pre-planning, contingency planning, 
briefing and clarification goes into every for-
mation flight. I call it the pre-flight “choreog-
raphy”, nothing left to chance. 
 
Safety is paramount.
 
The Formation Pilot Group is second to none. 
As individuals they are highly conscious of 
their contribution to the safety of everyone 
else in the formation. 
 
To me it is a badge of honour to be trusted 
by this amazing bunch of highly skilled, di-
verse characters as good enough to fly with 
them.
 
Last but not least – unlike me, do it sooner in 

your life and enjoy many years of great, in-
tensive, highly rewarding team flying with a 
great sense of group camaraderie. ABC – Act, 
Belong, Commit.

Let me start at the end – my one regret in respect of recently undertaking my Formation Flying 
endorsement with the Royal Aero Club of Western Australia is “that I did not do this some 30 
years ago”. Bruce Rathbone, Club Vice President.

Formation Flying - Ultimate Pilot Experience



TARMAC TOPICS 15

October Club Diary | College Diary 
 Weekend RPL Theory Course

For more information visit: www.royalaeroclubwa.com.au/events

  
Annual Wings Presentation Dinner12

  
Jandakot Flapless Circuit Competition29

For more information visit: www.waaviationcollege.com.au/events

  
Murrayfield Flapless Circuit Competition20

LOCAL AVIATION

Murrayfield Matters 
Mike Yeates, RACWA Instructor in Charge 

5
  
Formation Fridays - Jandakot4

 

First of all I’d like to say thanks and well done to all of my 
Murrayfield students who took part in the RACWA 90th an-
niversary flights on August 24 at Jandakot. It was a great 
day and definitely valuable experience for my students to go 
from a CTAF aerodrome to a busy controlled airport. 

 
We are lucky here at Murrayfield, in that there is usually space in the 
circuit, we don’t need to consider a parallel runway, we don’t have an 
ATIS to check before requesting taxi and we don’t have specific entry 
and departure routes. 
 
One of my Murrayfield students and I were just about to “Clear Prop” 
for her Diamond Flight to Cottesloe and back when the tower closed the 
06 runways due to a disabled aircraft. This resulted in a queue of about 
10 aircraft for runway 12. Rather than continuing with the start, then 
having to wait and burn fuel and money, we decided to wait and discuss 
the new plan of departure and wait for the queue to shorten. Luckily, we 
don’t get too many runway changes due disabled aircraft at Murrayfield 
so it was that kind of Jandakot experience as well as the busier airspace 
that I wanted my CTAF students to get some insight into. I think they 
benefited from it. Experience and the ability to adapt to a new plan at 
short notice are just two things that help to produce a better, safer pilot. 

  
Old Fliers Group Luncheon & Talk25

 

 
Congratulations to Suvajit Chandra, pictured above with Josh Del Prete,  
for achieving his first solo in August. Suvajit began his training with 
Aaron Dempsey at Jandakot and has since switched to Murrayfield. 
 
Murrayfield based Skydive the Beach has a new Senior Pilot (Nick) who 
has asked to put the word out that they are recruiting at the moment. 
If you have a CPL and IR or are working towards them and pondering 
your next step in your flying career then you should contact them.      

 CPL One Week Performance Evening Theory Course14
  
Young Eagles Programme commences19

Maintenance Release Form
Glen Caple, RACWA Chief Engineer 

We are all aware that preparation 
for a flight is likely to entail a 
lot of paperwork, with plenty 
of forms to fill out. There is 

however one form that others have completed 
that you should take note of. That form is the 
maintenance release.
 
This is a very important document because it 
shows the serviceability status of the aircraft 
you are about to  fly. By reading this document 
you can determine the date and airframe hours 
that the M/R was issued, the date and airframe 
hours when the M/R will expire, the date and/
or airframe hours that any required interim 

maintenance is required and if any defects 
have been recorded by others.
 
The pilot should read this document carefully 
to confirm that the aircraft is serviceable and 
has the hours remaining to complete their 
flight before any maintenance is required.
 
If you are in any doubt as to understanding any 
section of the M/R document you should ask 
an instructor or a LAME from the hangar for 
clarification.
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