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Jan. Old Fliers Group Meeting

Do you have an aviation story that you are busting to tell
someone about? Steve Rogers

W

e are casting a net for such a
person as you. Get in touch.
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Kim Beazley, AC

Committee

Andrew Eldridge
President:
0438 220 703
Andrew.Eldridge@bigpond.com
Bruce Rathbone
Vice President:
0427 004 130
rathbone@iinet.net.au
Ray Challen
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0408 321 262
ray@challen.com.au
Mick Harcourt
Club Captain:
0402 800 862
mickh@iprimus.net.au
Marco Surace
Committee Member:
0467 791 537
marco.surace@gmail.com

John Wager returned with
a story about a British Fleet Air Arm pilot named Keith Quilter. (pictured right) He
trained to fight in the American Corsair joining the late stages of the war in the Pacific in
WWII. On an attack in Owase Bay in Japan
he was shot down. He then saw the ominous
shape of a black submarine slicing through the
water to him. What a story!
The name Hermann Ittershagen wouldn’t mean
much. It should. Born 1872 in Germany and
arriving in WA in 1903, he first tried his hand
at being a farmer at Manjimup before starting
a successful wickerwork factory. He saw an
opportunity to import Lanz Bulldog tractors.
He imported Klemm aircraft and found
ample work for them as the Aerial Commerce
Company. He was the German Consular Agent
for WA and mixed with influential people.
He developed the West Subiaco Aerodrome.
Harry “Cannonball” Baker worked for him.

He then became agent for Mercedes Benz
trucks. He was at hand in 1930 when Amy
Johnson visited his aerodrome. He established
the successful Subiaco Flying Club and promoted gliding there as the W.A. Flying Club.
He learnt to fly at age 58. The Depression and
then WW2 hit. Hermann died in 1940. Brian Hernan gave a good account of a remarkable man.
https://www.youtube.com/user/OldFliersGroup. http://oldfliersgroup.org.au

Hangar for Lease

Sylvia Byers
Committee Member
0438 456 234
sbyers@iinet.net.au
Jim di Menna
Committee Member:
0419 434 283
Jim.diMenna@zetta.com.au
Russell Philip
Committee Member:
0427 999 261
raphilip@westnet.com.au
Steve Wilson
Committee Member:
0407 772 324
steve@btel.net.au

Southern End of Jandakot
15 x 18m air conditioned office

Call 0419 172 986
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CEO Editorial

"The beginning of the year saw new WAAC and TAFE courses commencing, bringing addtional flying hours to the Club." David Currey, RACWA CEO.

T

hank you to students, members and
instructors who helped January flying
hours exceed budget by over 20%. The
Club and College have entered a very
busy period that will bring a welcome increase
in productivity. In addition to normal ground
lectures, we have IREX, PMI, weekend RPL
and evening PPL lectures being delivered, all
of which will translate into additional flying
hours.
The beginning of the year saw new WAAC
and TAFE courses commencing, bringing additional flying hours to the Club.
As Principal of the College, I conduct formal
meetings with each College student at the end
of the RPL, PPL and CPL phases. Much of the
feedback obtained from these meetings has,
over time, been incorporated into the course
to ensure the College maintains its reputation
of producing employable commercial pilots. I
have been very pleased with the recent glowing feedback from students regarding the commitment of our ground and flight instructors.
Congratulations to ground lecturers Andy
and Ashley and the C18 class who obtained
a 100% first time pass rate in both the CPL
Human Factors and Air Law exams, with an
average of over 91% in both exams.
Project Club saw two free seminars delivered
in January. Both the Flight Review and Navigation Seminars were well attended. If would
like a particular topic included in a seminar,
please send us an email or speak to any member of staff.

Australia Day saw a series of formations
launching from Serpentine airfield, transiting
Jandakot airspace to fly up the river to Cottesloe and returning to either Jandakot or Serpentine. It was a true demonstration that General
Aviation is alive and well in Perth. It was very
encouraging to see the spirit and camaraderie
of the 27 pilots and their passengers during the
very thorough briefing. The regular Formation
Fridays continue to grow, with eight aircraft
departing Jandakot for the February event.
Please note that the Formation Fridays are
now held on the first Friday of every month.

tion, from ground judging to simply helping
run errands to make sure the event is a success. Please can you let Mick know if you can
volunteer your assistance.

In the run-up to celebrating our 90th birthday,
the Club is organising a breakfast at Murrayfield
Airport on 16 March, followed by a flight over
Mandurah. All those interested in taking part
should email our Club Captain, Mick Harcourt.

Members will have experienced, or seen, a
heightened activity at Jandakot Airport as
the airport lighting receives an upgrade and
RWY 12/30 is extended. All activity will be
specified in NOTAMs and the ATIS will advise if alternate taxiways are to be used.

March promises to be an extremely busy
month. In addition to the Learn to Fly Seminar
on 9 March, and the Murrayfield fly-in, the
Club will be hosting the Annual Conference
of the Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia on 18 and 19 March in the Members’
Lounge. This will be followed by the International Wings Competition against New Zealand, which will be held at Serpentine on 20
March. The Australia Light Aircraft Competition (ALAC) commences at Serpentine on 22
and 23 March. There is a significant amount of
planning and preparation required.
Club Captain Mick Harcourt is looking for
volunteers to assist at the ALACs. There will
be a lot of tasks required during the competi

Members will see new tie-down ropes being
used. Instead of tying a knot, pilots will attach
the rope to the tie-down point on the aircraft
by a carabiner at the end of the rope, and then
tighten the rope using the old fashioned guyrope principle. This system has been introduced
by John Douglas, to make sure pilots are not
confronted with an impossible knot to untie.

Led by John Ridgway, the Murrayfield volunteers have managed to conjure up a 1,000 litre
fire- fighting unit that will prove very useful
in the event of an emergency. Plans are afoot
to modify the unit to assist wetting the gravel
runway prior to periodic rolling. Other recent
upgrades include additional security cameras
and improved access control to the hangar.
The next few months are the best time of the
year to obtain a night rating. Take advantage
of the near-perfect Perth weather conditions
to gain this rating. Why not consider joining
the growing formation group? Contact Gary
Evans 0418 919 155 to get involved.

Formation Fridays*
1st Friday every month

The ‘Formicators’ invite all pilots to join us
for a Formation Flight. Non-endorsed pilots can
fly with an Instructor to get a feel for the fun!

Briefing 1545 - Depart 1615.

Club Captain Report
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"We had 20 entries for the 2 for 1 Competition!" Mick Harcourt, RACWA Club Captain.

S

o Christmas and New Year's are done
for another year, I do hope you had a
safe and pleasant time.....

The Club’s Christmas present to its members
was the annual two for the price of one
comp, usually held mid-December. Due to
unfavourable weather conditions the competition had to be postponed, but not to worry, we
re-scheduled the same comp for January and
what a success it turned out to be.
We had 20 entries for the comp – a glide approach and low level precision circuit – so
much so, that we had to employ the use of
another instructor in a fourth aircraft to help
manage the numbers (and get finished before
dark!).

several driving forces of the complex, Gary,
who mentioned some of the exciting things in
the pipeline, including setting up an old B737
as a Chalet/Hotel room! Watch this space for
details of how we may set up a fly-in there.
Again I will make mention of the ALACs,
coming up in late March and to be held at Serpentine Airfield. Ground volunteers are still required for various roles, not the least of which
will be showing our National and International
competitors that we can do it well here in WA.
Wednesday 20nd afternoon, through to Saturday 23rd afternoon, whatever time you can be
there for – an hour, half a day, anything, just let
me know please and I’ll roster you in.
Life after ALAC! While this National and In-

The winners were (pictured below):
1: Haydn Vernon and Rob Van Hammersveld
2: Mick Harcourt
3: Brendon Cox
A big thanks to the Air Judges and especially
to the competitors for being there!
February’s comp/challenge will be a Rudder
Circuit on Sunday 24th – A challenge for anyone, I can tell you, but good fun and an opportunity to fly using slightly different techniques.
I took a trip out to Whitegum Park a couple
of weeks ago – about 30 km the other side of
York...a kind of ‘recce’ to see what the lay of
the land is for a potential future fly-in. While
it was around 45oC and hot as, I was well
received by all and sundry there, treated to
morning tea (I got my arrival time spot on!)
and was shown around the place by one of the

Rottnest Island Bun Run
Good Friday, April 19, 2019

Register with Mick Harcourt: 0402 800 862
- mickh@iprimus.net.au for a bakery order!

Briefing 0830 - Departure 0900 - Return at Leisure
Landing Fees and/or RFDS donation to be advised when confirmed

ternational comp is playing an important role
in our (RACWA’s) calendar, we still have to
consider our regular Comps and Fly-ins, so a
gentle reminder that the Bun Run on Good Friday will be coming up on 19th April......a bit
early to book your aircraft, perhaps, but never
too early to put in your diary and it is always a
popular Aero Club event, with proceeds going
to RFDS. More of that in forthcoming reports.
Way ahead are the Night Comps. A trilogy of
competitions/Challenges flown after dark and
always with instructors. There are two categories for these events – Night Rated and NonNight Rated and apart from the difficulty factor, it is tremendous fun and great camaraderie.
Happy Flying. Mick Harcourt, Club Captain.

5

6 TARMAC TOPICS

Achievers

OTHER
FIRST SOLO'S:
ALI RIKABAWI

GLEN MCIVOR

- Round of applause on
your First Solo.

- Kudos on your First Solo.

BRENDON COX

SILVESTER WONG

- Good work on your RPL.

- Good work on your PPL.

Jayden Sydney-Smith
Maxwell McArthur
Julian Jacobs

JOSE JOCSON
- Kudos on your PPL.

RICHARD WEKINA
- Congrats on your RPL.

ANTHONY BROWNE

- Singing your praises on your PPL.

OTHER
PPL'S:
DANE GAVRANICH
- Let's hear it for your PPL.

JORDAN GROVER

Mark Kemp

- Congratulations on your PPL.

JI WOONG

- Let's hear it for your CPL.

NVFR RATING:
Ryan McGregor

AJAY NAIR

- Round of applause on your CPL.

LEILA ASKARI

- Well done on your CPL.

JEREMY SMITH

- Good work on your CPL.
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Join us
Saturday March 16 for

Murray "Field Day"

FREE BBQ Breakfast Get Together 08:00 - Scramble 08:30

Contact Mick Harcourt: 0402 800 862 or mickh@iprimus.net.au to get involved!

Welcome to our new Club Members!
Ian Barrett - Lennard
Matthew Beven
Michael Bruszewski
Mark Daly
Kyle Duncan
Renae Granato
Steven Gurr

Robin Hart
Alex Kosta
Louis Martino
Maxwell McArthur
Jamie Michael
Louis Mostert
Ethan Soh

Download our Membership Guide: www.royalaeroclubwa.com.au/content/page/join-racwa.html
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GENERAL AVIATION

Electronic Flight Bag Presentation and Offer
Story:Vaughan Emery, Member. Pics:Wings Photographics.

A

s all pilots learn early in their
flying career, cockpits are confined
workplaces.

When flying cross country, especially early in
your flying experience, managing all the paper
charts and flight plan documentation requires
thorough pre-planning and then very good
organisation in the cockpit.
Fortunately two Australian aviation IT
companies, AVPlan-efb and Oz Runways
have developed highly accurate and reliable
electronic flight bag software programmes for
use by every pilot regardless of their individual
skill level. Described simply, an EFB is an
electronic information management device
that helps pilots perform flight management
tasks easily and efficiently with less paper.
Both the Australian EFBs are designed to
simplify your flying by arming you with
superior situational awareness using the
portability, effortlessness and processing of
your iPad or iPhone. Envisioned, developed
and rigorously tested, the multi award winning
AVPlan-efb software has been designed by
Australian pilots for Australian pilots with
applications for local VFR recreational
aviation right through to professional IFR
charter and global operations.
Recently Edgar Olyerhoek, a senior developer
from AVPlan-efb, undertook a well-attended
presentation followed by a spirited question
and answer session for members at the Club.
Many Club members are already long time
AVPlan-efb users and the evening provided
the perfect opportunity to ask questions and
learn more about the latest developments of
this excellent aviation software.

how to get a feature to work. EFBs are designed to assist you to keep your eyes out of the
cockpit - not in it.
2. Keep your iPad cool and out of direct sun.
Once an iPad overheats the device will automatically shut down. Waiting for your iPad to
cool and reboot can seem like a lifetime.
3. For this reason you must carry a backup.
Another device such as an iPhone with your
EFB loaded or preferably paper charts that
you have pre-prepared with your planned
route. AVPlan-efb enables you to print out
your flight plan, fuel plan and weight and
balance as compact, easily interpreted spreadsheets. Always print out your flight plan and
carry the copy in the cockpit.
4. iPads are power hungry devices when in
constant use. Make sure your iPad is fully
charged before you enter the cockpit, turn off
unnecessary apps and if possible use the
Lightning power adaptor lead to connect the
device into the aircraft’s cigarette lighter or
USB outlet to keep the iPad fully charged
throughout your flight. Consider carrying a
backup external battery. They’re cheap and
can be used to recharge your phone too.
5. Once you decide to use an EFB, choose
your software provider, then at home learn
everything possible about how to proficiently
operate the EFB programme to suit your needs
- then stick with it. Unless you are flying
regularly and are an experienced aviator it is
unwise to jump between different EFB software programmes.
6. iPads must be secured for take-off and
landing – the cockpit picture above inside
VH-VPK illustrates the iPad secured on a knee
pad and the Lightning connection into the
aircraft’s USB power outlet.

Inflight. iPad shown connected to aircraft
power supply and secured into a kneepad for
use in flight.
7. If you are considering purchasing AVPlanefb, buy direct rather than via the Apple App
store.We found the savings buying direct were
significant plus the ongoing support over the
phone excellent.
8. Flying around Australia Telstra offers the
best coverage in the air.
9. Once you decide to go flying:
• pre-flight your iPad the night before - make
sure it is fully charged.
• ensure the maps you need are downloaded
and up to date.
• Become experienced. Always file a flight
plan, even if it is only origin – destination.
Filing using AvPlan-efb is quick and easy.

Try it out for yourself!
AVPlan-efb integrates everything you need
to prepare, plan and execute your flight and
offer a free 30 day trial of their flight planning
product. In addition a coupon has also
been created for use on their website www.
avplan-efb.com that gives a 15% discount
on the VFR and Premium subscription for
RACWA members. The coupon code is:
“racwa2019” and is valid until June 1st. More
information can be obtained by contacting
AVPlan-efb. Phone Edgar Olyerhoek on
03 8370 3024.

Tips for using your EFB.
1. Make sure you are fully conversant operating your iPad and the EFB features you plan
to utilise in flight before you go flying. Once
airborne it’s not the time to be figuring out

L to R: Dale Raynor, Andrew Brown and Vaughan Emery, trialling the latest version of AVPlanefb enroute to Leeuwin Estate.
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SAFETY

Pitot Covers Please!!!

A

Glen Caple, RACWA Chief Engineer

recent spate of ASI problems has highlighted the need for
a reminder to fit pitot covers following EVERY flight. The
wasps and spiders have been very active lately and pitot
tubes are a favourite nest building or hiding spot for them.
Some places they can be found include;
* The previous pilots flight bag.
* In the seat pocket of ANY of the seats fitted to the aircraft.
* The luggage locker.
* The glove box/ POH holder.
* The fwd cabin side pockets of the Cessna aircraft.
* On the cabin floor under ANY of the seats fitted to the aircraft.
* In the tyres on the tarmac at the tie down ropes.
ALL club aircraft have been provided with a pitot tube cover. The only problem appears to be where to find them. If you are unable to locate
the pitot cover advise a team member and a replacement will be provided.

SAFETY

FOD for Thought

F

Tim Berryman, RACWA Flight Instructor & Safety Manager
OD, or Foreign Object Debris is a
danger to any aircraft. Any loose
material left on a runway has the
potential to damage aircraft tyres,
propellers, engines and airframes.
FOD can come from many sources including
(amongst others):
• tail / propeller strikes
• damage during runway excursions
• incorrectly / poorly / illegally fitted items
falling off (a GoPro fitted externally to an aircraft with suction cups is asking for trouble)
• items being blown on to runways (ever
wondered where all those missing pitot covers
end up?) - amongst others.
At Jandakot you may hear the tower calling
ground vehicles to inspect the runway any
time there is even the suspicion that there may
be potential FOD on a runway. At Murrayfield
the RACWA team conduct periodic inspections of the runways as well as after any incident that has potential to have left FOD.
What can we do as pilots to minimise the
risk of FOD damage?
• Conduct a runway inspection prior to landing at a CTAF – conduct a normal approach,
aligned with the centreline. At 200’ AGL
level off and move slightly to the right of the
centreline, fly along the runway and inspect
the condition prior to returning for a landing.
Rule of thumb for a C172 is “all the 2s” –

o

200’AGL + 20 Flap + 2000RPM (or as
required).
• At Jandakot report to tower over the radio
any time you either notice potential FOD
on a runway or suspect you may have left
some due to potential damage. If you find
an issue after landing (Whoops – where’s
the tail tie down ring gone?) contact the JAH
duty officer on 0417 827 557 (or speak to an
instructor to help you).
• At Murrayfield either let one of the team
on the ground know or contact them on 9581
6222 or 9417 0000.
At any other CTAF contact the responsible
person. Refer to the ERSA or Country Airstrip
Guide for details.
Items like these on a runway are bad news.

Possible FOD Source - A/C Tyre Marks from a Runway Excursion (didn’t miss the light by much
did it?)
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LOCAL AVIATION

A weekend in Esperance

Story:Alex Hartner - Club Member & new PPL holder.

A

fter achieving my PPL in July, it
was time to put it to good use, and
to keep the navigation skills going.
Having done a number of relatively short local flights since July, a bigger
challenge was required, so plans were made
to go to Esperance for a weekend away with
my Missus.
Maps were consulted and forecasts checked.
After dismissing a Friday afternoon departure
due to leaving little room as far as daylight
goes, especially considering a departure to
the East, I opted for a first light departure on
Saturday morning. The day prior to our departure, I popped into RACWA to get the docket
and any other issues out of the way; also making sure the aircraft was fully fueled and the
oil checked. The suggestion to take some oil
along the way, just in case, proved to be a good
one.

The track along these points was, if not a perfect straight line, very close. Keeping the fuel
log updated and dot points on the map brought
back many memories of my lessons from PPL
training. After all, to keep these skills up to
date was one of the reasons for this trip.

Candice &Alex Hartner
The next stop was lunch in Esperance and
then check-in at our hotel. We ended the day
taking a drive along the coast heading West.

The flight to Esperance was exceptionally
smooth, based on my rather limited experience. The traffic controllers were helpful and
friendly and we arrived shortly after 09:00 at
YESP.

Sunrise departure at Jandakot
Requesting a flight early in the morning got
me the option of a clearance to 4,500 ft flying
over Armadale. A good friend and instructor
suggested an altitude of 7,500 ft which worked
out nicely. From there we tracked towards
Dale River, Brookton, Kulin, Yearlering Lakes,
Pingaring, Lake King and then into Esperance.

After securing EWC and packing the car, we
made our way towards Lucky Bay. On the way
there we passed “Stonehenge”. Unfortunately
they didn’t have EFTPOS facilities and we
didn’t have the $20 entrance fee, so we continued on our merry way. Having picked a great
day and having so much of the day left, gave
us plenty of time to enjoy the beach. Unlike
the other beaches we have been to in WA, the
sand in Lucky Bay is truly white and has a different texture. The main attraction, of course,
is the many kangaroos which frequent the bay
and beach.

Candice & Lucky Bay local

Twilight Beach, as the name suggests, was a
great spot to watch the sun setting, which resulted in some fantastic photos. Seeing sunrise
and sunset on the same day doesn’t happen often, at least not for us. After sunset we turned
in, ensuring we were ready for another day and
well rested for the return journey home.
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There is the option of looping around past the
‘no-longer’ Pink Lake, for the return trip home.
Speaking of the Pink Lake, there are commercial flights to Middle Island available from Esperance. The option of taking EWC and having a quick trip was considered. In the end, we
opted to defer this for another time. For those
more adventurous, the flight towards Middle
Island will take you approximately 45 minutes
east of Esperance, and you are likely to require
life vests for the over-water portion.
The next morning, the seal, who visits every so
often was nowhere to be found, so we ended
up at a beach known as West Beach for a cooling swim. The water was exceptionally clear,
while some might say a little cold!

At 13:00 we started our way back towards the
Airport. After refuelling the aircraft we were
on time for a 14:00 departure. Given last light
at YPJT was expected around 19:50, we were
well ahead for that. Getting us back within
tower hours was another consideration for us
which, for a low-hour pilot like myself and my
equally novice passenger, offered some comfort. The flight back ended up less smooth,
given that the sun had the opportunity to create
all sort of thermals. We tried different levels,
including 6,500 ft and 8,500 ft, but none where
as smooth as the flight towards YESP.

which beats the day long drive.
Before patting oneself on the back too much,
there were some lessons I took away from
this trip:

More suggestions: https://www.australia.com/
en/places/perth-and-surrounds/guide-to-pinklake.html

● For early departures, get the paperwork and
refueling out of the way on the day before.
● RACWA doors only open at 07:00 (at least
for me), so no need to be at YPJT earlier than
this.
● Take some oil along the trip, just in case.
You can always return it when you get back.
● Request flight following from ATC.
● If we do this trip again, we will extend the
trip to include a flight along the coast to Middle Island to see the “real” Pink Lake / Lake
Hillier. To do this, you most likely will want
to plan a rest stop and refuel at YESP. The
trip adds another hour and a half plus a little
AWK overhead the lake.
● Bring some cash if you want to visit Stonehenge.
● Consider deferring the departure for the
return journey by an hour depending on experience with the YPJT-CTAF. The procedures
are covered in the ERSA, however, even
some of us may appreciate the assistance
from tower after a 3 hour long flight.
● With just a PPL, going to Esperance for
the weekend becomes possible. WA has
suddenly become a lot smaller.
I would like to thank the staff at RACWA for
their support and guidance. Both my wife and
I are looking forward to many more trips!

FOR SALE

1/3RD or 2/3rd SHARE

1984 MOONEY M20j

Once we reached the Perth hills, we descended
to 3,500 ft to stay clear to Class C. After passing SIXS and FDL, we joined on a left base
and landed on 24R at 17:45.
The total flight time for the trip was 6.9
hours, about three and a half hours each way,

Beautiful condition, fully equipped, always Hangared!

$55,000 per share ono

Call 0418 923 505
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LOCAL AVIATION

Australia Day 2019

Story: Archie Dudgeon. Pics: Denise Bess and Lesley Emmans.

F

or many years the connection between the SABC based at Serpentine
Airfield and RACWA based in
Jandakot, has been one of mutual
respect by like minded people following their
dream of aviation, meeting up occasionally to
celebrate this near obsession.
In recent times, however, liaison between the
two clubs has become even closer still, with
the up and coming Australian Light Aircraft
Championships to be held there in March of
2019, as well as various activities that have
members and officials of both clubs attending
joint meetings and organising other flying
activities out of Serpentine.
This account from aviator Archie Dudgeon
illustrates how at least one of these events
came together.
After spending most of the past year out of
Australia and with the summer weather finally
settling into something approaching normality,
I realised that I hadn’t been flying with friends
for quite some time. I needn’t have worried –
in mid January I received a message asking
if I wanted to get together at Serpentine on
Australia Day.

the afternoon (I’m not a bona fide aviation
‘anorak’, so there are a lot of aircraft that I
can’t identify....) With the sounds of aero
engines aloft persisting for the next hour, the
apron at Serpentine was filling up quickly.

Amongst the last to arrive were Sue and Adrian
in the fabulous and unlikely pairing of a Victa
Airtourer and North American Havard, then
Steve in the hoon-mobile Trojan beast. What a
group – a wonderful mix of big, small, fast and
slow aircraft, proving that despite the pressures GA is facing, there is still an abundance
of enthusiasm just waiting to be corralled.

The other groups followed soon after,
spaced out for a leisurely “stroll in the sky”
northwards. Despite being warm, the sky
was comfortably smooth – we tracked north
at 1500ft and after a while, headed towards
Fremantle. In my privileged position at the
rear of the group, I had a magnificent view
of six beautiful deHavilland and Focke-Wulf
biplanes.
As we slowly passed over Freo, Cottesloe
and Swanbourne I couldn’t help thinking of
the conflicting but similar histories of both of
these type of aircraft in their heyday and the
effect that they actually had on the history of
the world.
But above all of that, I tried to imagine the
individual history of each of these flying
machines – what hours they had flown, who
had owned them over the years, what did
their previous owners and flyers go on to
achieve...how many youthful imaginations
and dreams they had helped to fulfil and

Tea, snacks, plus a chance to tell tales about
flying and Australia’s rich flying heritage.
Perfect!
I’ve never been a fan of big crowds and I
prefer open spaces to urban congestion, so
this sounded like my kind of Australia Day.
Plus, I hadn’t seen most of my flying friends
for around a year, so it would be a great
opportunity to catch up.
The idea was, to show up at around 2:30pm
with refreshments being available in the
Clubhouse.
I arrived a little bit early and was delighted
to see Bert Filippi already in residence, either
wiping oil off the floor or squeezing air into
the tyres of his Focke-Wulf. His Nord already
sitting outside beside his venerable Austin
‘ramp-rocket’!
Further down the apron there were Vans,
deHavillands, Cessnas and others out enjoying

The group truly represented the global flavour
of aviation, with aircraft from factories across
USA, Europe, New Zealand and even the old
USSR, completed with a special Australian
focus, courtesy of some beautiful owner built
creations. Likewise, the attendees were truly
representative of the Australian demographic,
mostly locally born, but with a mix of migrant
from across the globe: a great way to spend
Australia Day, an eclectic group from all work
backgrounds, sharing our common interest
and showing that GA is truly alive and well!
After enjoying the kind hospitality of SABC, a
few cups of tea and some biscuits and cheese,
the majority of those attending, agreed that the
best way to end the day would be to go for a
flight – why not?
A detailed briefing was given and before we
knew it, we were segregated into small groups
based on aircraft performance, with a total of
26 aircraft divided into six formations. I was
in the first formation, led by Werner and five
Tiger Moths, then Bert in his F.W. What a treat!

best of all, how many grins they had created!
This was flying!
Before I knew it, we were heading southwest
along the river to Freo, where I broke away with
Barry and Mick, heading back to Jandakot at
Powerhouse. The Serpentine gang continued
south, following the coast to Rockingham
before returning to their home base. What
a great afternoon – a chance to catch up
with great friends, great conditions, lovely
refreshments, surrounded by aircraft and
then topped off with a cracking flight!

TARMAC TOPICS

IF YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY ARE INTERESTED

IN AVIATION - TELL THEM ABOUT OUR FREE

LEARN TO FLY
SEMINARS

9th MARCH 2019
Learn everything there is to know about becoming a pilot at
our FREE 'Learn to Fly Seminars'. This event will provide key
information on the steps involved in attaining a Pilot's Licence
as well as a tour of the club, aviation school and aircraft.
Throughout the day trial flights are available to provide you
with hands on experience!

Commercial Pilot Licence Seminar: 10AM & 2PM
Private Pilot Licence Seminar: 12PM
Spread your wings and register to attend today!
Ph: 9417 0000 or email jatkinson@royalaeroclubwa.com.au
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LOCAL AVIATION

Murrayfield Matters

Mike Yeates - Instructor in Charge - Murrayfield Aerodrome

M

urrayfield locals (i.e. Me) have
been baffled by the appearance
of several bones found on the
05/23 runway and taxiways of
late. According to popular myth (that I just
made up), Murrayfield is actually home to the
Murrayfield Monster. Legend has it that this
monster was once a trainee instructor who suffered from information overload and ran away
to live in the bushes. Sightings have been few
but some say on a sunny day you can sometimes catch a glimpse of gold bars glistening
through the bushes. Local farmer Jock McAngus said, “when the winds are from the north,
you can hear a faint cry of ‘Attitude controls
Airspeed, Power controls Rate of Descent’
over and over again”. “I don’t know what it
means” says Jock, “But it scares my cows”.

Wildlife expert (the wholly fictitious) Douglas
Mangels (kudos to you if you got those references) believes the true reason is a little less
Lord of the Rings inspired, “Yeah. Na mate,
it’s just a dog”

All in all, this is just a long winded way for
me to say, keep an eye out for debris on the
runway. We do checks twice a week but you
don’t want some old kangaroo bones ending
up in the undercarriage.

Finally, a reminder that Skydive the Beach
often use Murrayfield as their drop zone, particularly when winds are easterly so keep an
eye and an ear out for them. Oh & the yellow
secondary windsock located near the RWY 23
threshold recently got ripped to shreds (maybe
by the Murrayfield Monster) and has been replaced with a brand new white one.

Congratulations to Max McArthur for achieving his first solo last month and thanks to Dave
Schneiker for making the trip down to YMUL
for the check flight. Max works at the Miami
bakehouse so I’m hoping that means complimentary goodies for Dave and I.

Murrayfield TigerMoth Flights
available for a limited time only!

Saturday March 16 - 'Crab Fest' Weekend
Book early to avoid disappointment. Ph: 9417 0000

TARMAC TOPICS

LOCAL AVIATION

Second Hand Gear
for YMUL required

John Ridgway - RACWA Life Memnber
1 x petrol fire fighting pump 1 1/2 suction.

NB. Pictures for illustration purposes only.
Please contact John Ridgway: brynhaul6@gmail.com

Do you love flying & your spouse? Keep reading!
David Roses - Chief Pilot/Chief Flying Instructor IFR, Multi Engine Department

DO
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tell your partner you wished they were coming flying with you.
Pretend to be interested in what your partner did while you were
away flying.
Try to think of some activities to do with your partner that don’t
involve aeroplanes.
Limit talking about flying to 3 minutes per day, or 10 minutes if
you went flying.
Keep all the flying gear out of the bedroom.
Change your profile picture every now and then to include you at
the beach, you on a mountain, or you with your partner.
Offer to watch anything other than Top Gun or Flying High on
Friday night.

DON'T
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ever tell your partner where you’d rather be at any given
moment.
Tell your partner you’ve booked your next flight, within 3 days
of returning from the last flight.
Have lengthy flying discussions whilst on a dinner date.
Remember, 3 minutes!
Say “roger” or “wilco” in situations that don’t warrant the use of
“roger” or “wilco”.
Take up the entire kitchen and living room to prepare a flight
plan.
Leave your headset bag and dirty fuel drainer on the couch.
Force your partner to watch a full 2 hour documentary about the
Concorde.
Practise your radio calls in bed.
Request a straight-in approach.

March Club Diary | March College Diary
1

Formation Fridays - Jandakot

5

PPL Theory Night Course - Human Factors

9

Free Learn to Fly Seminars

7

PPL Theory Night Course - Flight Performance & Loading

16

Murrayfield TigerMoth Flights Available

19

PPL Theory Night Course - Aerodynamics

20

Australlian Light Aircraft Championships

28

PPL Theory Night Course -Navigation

For more information visit: www.royalaeroclubwa.com.au/events

For more information visit: www.waaviationcollege.com.au/events
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Are YOU ready to compete?
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2019 Australian Light Aircraft
nd
rd
Championships March 22 & 23
Serpentine Airfield - 286 Yangedi Road Hopeland WA

Held only once every 10 years in WA, this is your chance
to compete or volunteer to assist in Australia’s most
prestigious Aviation Competition.
Entries for the Championships and are open to amateur pilots holding a minimum of
a current GFPT/RPL and to former professional pilots who have not engaged in commercial or military flying in any form for a period exceeding two (2) years prior to the
commencement of the event. All entrants are subject to the Rules of the Australian
Light Aircraft Championships 2019. For more information and entry forms contact
RACWA Club Captain Mick Harcourt, mickh@iprimus.net.au

